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is thrust upon him, an unemployment that is more sad-
dening than any drudgery. And the world finds itself
glutted with competitive commodities, produced in a
quantity too great to be absorbed, though every nation
strives to secure at least a home market by erecting tariff
walls.

Let me quote in this connection two passages from a
single issue of The Times* In different ways they illus-
trate the tyranny of the machine. One is this :

* The new Ford works built upon a corner of Essex . v.
will soon be able to produce motor-cars at the rate of two
a minute/

The other comes from Moscow. It also relates to the
mass-production of motor-cars, and indicates how Russia
is reaching out towards a similar perfection under the
austere stimulus of the Five Years' Plan :

' The Commissar lays down dates for the delivery
of specified quantities by each factory and invests
twenty-one special directors with extraordinary powers
to increase production, threatening each director with
personal punishment if deliveries are belated.'

We must admit that there is a sinister side even to the
peaceful activities of those who in good faith and with
the best intentions make it their business to adapt the
resources of Nature to the use and convenience of man.

Where shall we look for a remedy ? I cannot tell.
Some may envisage a distant Utopia in which there will
be perfect adjustment of labour and the fruits^of labour,
a fair spreading of employment and of wages and of all
the commodities that machines produce. Even so the
question will remain, How is man to spend the leisure
he has won by handing over nearly all his burden to an

1 Th* Times, June 25, 1932.